Development of the innervation in the chicken pineal gland (Gallus gallus).
The innervation of the pineal gland has been studied during the embryonic development and the first 10 days after hatching. On day 17 of embryonic development, the first nerve fibers are observed in the pineal capsule. They appear at the stalk level and rise to locate mostly on the anterior side of the capsule. Some nerve fibers leave these nerve bundles to penetrate the gland and they situate in the connective septa (18 days of development). From day 19 of development onwards, nerve fibers locate only in the parafollicular layer. Cells that may be identified as neurons are found in the pineal parenchyma.